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On March 16th, 2009, students made history by planning and executing the first student-run, student-
organized march and rally in support of the California Community Colleges. Sponsored by the Student 
Senate for California Community Colleges, the March in March is recognized among legislators and 
their staff as one of the largest Capitol rallies every year.

Thousands of students, faculty, and staff marched from Rally Field to the Capitol in Sacramento, 
California. In solidarity, those thousands voiced their support for the state to reject any increase in fees 
and to protect and augment the budgets of California’s public education institutions, particularly of the 
California Community Colleges.

The March in March started with a single purpose: to speak out against the budget cuts that have 
negatively impacted millions of students in California. For decades, funding for our schools has not 
been a priority, with Higher Education being slowly dismantled dollar by dollar. As a result, students in 
California have higher tuition rates than ever before in California’s history. The impact is felt by all, and 
the March is one of the ways that we are able to raise awareness of these critical issues.

The March in March and its associated advocacy components are responsible for many significant state-
level victories, including the defeat of the Governor’s proposed 1/3 cut to Cal Grants A and B programs, 
the inclusion of undocumented (Assembly Bill 540) students in financial aid reform proposals, and the 
postponement and mitigation of unit ceilings for the University of California, California State 
University, and California Community College systems.

The policy platforms of the Student Senate for California Community Colleges often take into account 
that the vast majority of its students intend to transfer to a four-year institution, and recognize that the 
UC and CSU systems are its most frequent partners in matriculation and associated advocacy.

March in March acts in part as a summit for higher education advocacy for California Community 
College students and system partners, and provides an opportunity for students to utilize school and 
student government resources to travel to the Capitol and experience various elements of legislative 
advocacy firsthand.

The March in March acts as the first hands-on experience with California State Government and the 
Capitol, and every Associated Student Organization which has provided the Student Senate with 
feedback on the consequences in its participation has reported dramatically increased involvement on 
their local advocacy efforts as a result of the March in March.

The Student Senate for California Community Colleges intends to conduct coordinated legislative visits 
with fellow proponents for increased funding for higher education; the Student Senate has found no 
strategy to reach our intended objectives that is more compelling than the clarity and acuity of well-
prepared legislative advocates inside the Capitol, supplemented by the show of force with the turnout 
we are able to muster for rally on the Capitol steps.

The Student Senate for California Community Colleges has organized an annual March in March for 5 
years, and seeks to continue the tradition of empowering and educating its students through direct 
experience with the legislative process.
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Pirates, I hope that your first couple of weeks have been going well! As 
you settle into the new semester, and prep for graduation your student 
government is hard at work brainstorming for what we'd like to 
accomplish during the remainder of our terms. Though the 2013-2014 
student government term officially goes until June 30th, it is the next 
twelve weeks that are the prime opportunity to make a difference in 
the lives of Modesto Junior College students. Myself and the other 
ranking Executives will continue to assist the Senators in the 
development of their Senator Projects, as well as work with the upper 
administration of the college to ensure that student voices are being 
heard. Most of the Fall Semester was spent working to get student 
representation at all levels of college and district governance. I feel 
that this goal has been accomplished, and now we must try to expand 
on the great foundation that we've built. Expansion via methods of 
sending more than one student representative to every decision 
making body, both at the district and college level. 

In addition, the Associated Students of Modesto Junior College is 
expanding its representation at the regional and state levels. Every 
month members of the your student government attend and 
participate in the meetings of the regional student government (Region 
V). Region V elects three Senator to represent it on the Student Senate 
Council (governing body of the Student Senate for California 
Community Colleges or the state-wide Student Senate). This year both 
Vice President of Communications, Asia Reed and I hold two of the 
regional senator seats for Region V. 

Our next meeting Student Senate will be Friday February 28th at 
1:00pm on the Modesto Junior College East Campus. All meetings of 
the Associated Students of Modesto Junior College are open to the 
public, feel free to stop by! Visit our website to see the list of Student 
Senate meeting dates for the remainder of the semester. Also, please 
stop by the Student Senate Office (located in the East Campus Student 
Center) if you have any interest in getting involved, or just learning 
more about what's your student government does for you, and to 
provide us opportunities for improvement.  
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Retraction 

In reference to the article Parking Fee Increase featured in the January issue of The Compass!, the 
Associated Students of Modesto Junior College would like to issue the following retraction: 

The Board of Governors Fee Wavier (BOG Fee Wavier) does not cover parking fees of any kind. What 
the regulation states is that students who are eligible for the BOG Fee Wavier may not be charged any 
parking fees exceeding that of $30. Therefore, in order to avoid a two teared system where a larger 
financial burden would be placed on students who don't qualify for the BOG Fee Wavier, the Yosemite 
Community College District is moving forward with a $10 increase instead of $20. 

The parking fee increase is nearing the end of its discussion phase it'll soon be placed on a Board of 
Trustees agenda for approval. Once approved the increased parking fee could be implemented as soon 
as Summer 2014. 

Geology Club 

February is a quiet time for the Geology Club as we settle into our spring classes and wait for rain. 
However, March is right around the corner and that means so is our first BBQ! It will be held on 
Monday March 3rd from 10am to 2pm on West Campus in front of the beautiful Science Community 
Center. Burgers are BBQed right before your eyes and can be paired with chips and a drink. They’re 
not only delicious but, you’ll be supporting your campus’s Geology Club. Another fun and exciting 
event to look forward to in the beginning of March is the Turlock Gem Show, presented by the 
Motherlode Mineral Society. This year the event will be on March 8th and 9th, from 10am to 5pm.This 
gem show always ROCKS! But, on a serious note, this gem show is known statewide for it’s size and 
quality. Admission is only 6 dollars and they have educational booths as well as rock, gem, fossil and 
food venders. A great way to spend a day with your friends or family! For directions and more 
information about the gem show please visit their website at, www.turlockgemshow.com. 

Special Election  

A special election must be held for the Yosemite Community College District Student Trustee. District 
Policy currently permits one student representative to sit on the Board of Trustees. That student 
representative is referred to as the Student Trustee. The former Student Trustee for the 2013-2014 term, 
Erik Vorstaz, has chosen to step down and prep for transfer to a CSU. The Associated Students of 
Columbia College, Associated Students of Modesto Junior College, Yosemite Student Association, and 
the California Community College Association of Student Trustees thank Mr. Vorstaz for his service to 
the students of the Yosemite Community College District and the state of California. That being said, 
the seat is currently open, for the remainder of this 2013-2104 term the Student Trustee must be a 
Columbia College student. The Associated Students of Columbia College advertised about the 
elections January 15th - 30th. The elections themselves will take place in early February at both 
Columbia College and Modesto Junior College. The exact operations (times / locations) of the voting 
booth have yet to be determined.

Associated Students of Modesto Junior College February 3rd, 2014

The Compass! Page !  of !4 6



Homage & Experimentation    

The MJC Visua l Ar t s C lub Presents : Homa ge & 
Experimentation.

As of Thursday, February 6th the Visual Arts Club held a 
new exhibit in the art gallery. The featured artists are all 
Modesto Junior College students and members of the 
Visual Arts Club. 

The goal of this exhibit was to give fellow Visual Arts Club 
artists the opportunity to expand their skills into new 
grounds through solitary projects and collaboration. This 
show gives the Central Valley an opportunity to experience 
cutting edge and sensational student pieces. 

The media of these fabulous projects range from earthen 
material to steel, as well as the pieces themselves ranging 
from captivating paintings, magnificent suspended metallic 
works of art, to brilliant portrayals of images using 
unconventional materials.

Admission was free and there where complimentary 
refreshments at the reception. These up and coming artists 
attended the reception and were glad to discuss their 
works with guests. Attending this reception also gave a rare 
oppor tun i ty to see a f e w works o f a r t in the i r 
developmental stages. 

For more information about the Visual Arts Club you can 
find them on Facebook @ MJC Visual Arts Club. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Events | Activities | Opportunities

Science Colloquium: February 12th, 2014 at 3:00pm in Science Community Center 115  

Yosemite Community College Board of  Trustees Meeting: February 12th, 2014 at 5:30pm in the 
Yosemite Community College District Board Room  

Defensive Tactics Training: February 13th, 2014 at 1:30pm in the East Campus Gymnasium 101

Cash for College Night: February 19th, 2014 at 6:00pm in Glacier Hall 

Off-Balance in Repertory Concert: February 19th, 20th, 21st, and 22nd at 7:30pm in the Preforming 
Arts Auditorium 

Student Wellness Program: February 20th, 2014 at 12:00pm in Music 111 

Student Senate Meeting: February 28th, 2014 at 1:00pm on the Modesto Junior College East 
Campus

Articles for The Compass! are Due On February 28th, 2013 at 7:00pm

March in March: March 3rd, 2014 at the State Capital

CSU Stanislaus Workshop: March 5th, 2014 at 11:00am in the Career Development & Transfer 
Center 

Application Workshop: March 10th, 2014 at 3:00pm in Sierra Hall 132

Student Senate Meeting: March 14th, 2014 at 1:00pm in the MSR TV Room

CSU Stanislaus Workshop: March 20th, 2014 at 11:00am in the Career Development & Transfer 
Center

Student Senate Meeting: March 28th, 2014 at 1:00pm in the MSR TV Room 

Future Women in Leadership Conference: April 5th, 2014

Civic Engagement Project's Earth Day: April 16th, 2014 From 10:00am to 2:00pm on the East 
Campus Quad 

For more information about any of the above mentioned events, activities, or opportunities, please 
contact Asia Reed at asmjccommunications@student.yosemite.edu.  
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